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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
Dear Sir: 

With regard to the above-identified application, the items of information listed on 
the enclosed Form 1449 are brought to the attention of the Examiner. This statement should be 
considered because it is submitted before the mailing date of a first Office Action on-the-merits. 
Accordingly, no fee is due for consideration of the items listed on the enclosed Form 1449. 

The above-identified application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Patent 
Application S/N 08/735,889 (filed October 23, 1996). Enclosed are copies of the following 
documents from the Application Serial No. 08/735,889: Information Disclosure Statement (filed 
December 20, 1996), Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement (filed January 9, 1997), 
Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement (filed April 29, 1997) and Examiner's Form 
PTO-892 dated July 1, 1997. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1. 98(d), copies of the documents or 
other information previously cited by or submitted to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office in 





parent application, U.S. Serial No.08/735,889 have not been provided. The following document 
was not cited in the parent application: Australian Patent Document AU-A-20376/95. 

No representation is made that a reference is "prior art" within the meaning of 35 
U.S.C. §§ 102 and 103 and Applicants reserve the right, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.131 or 
otherwise, to establish that the reference(s) are not "prior art." Moreover, Applicants do not 
represent that a reference has been thoroughly reviewed or that any relevance of any portion of a 
reference is intended. 

Consideration of the items listed is respectfully requested. Pursuant to the 
provisions of M.P.E.P. 609, it is requested that the Examiner return a copy of the attached Form 
1449, marked as being considered and initialled by the Examiner, to the undersigned with the 
next official communication. 

Please charge any additional fees or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 

No. 13-2725. 
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Higginbotham, et al. 
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Minneapolis, MN 55402 
(612) 371-5278 ^ 



Reg. No. 35,093 



2 



Date Mailed: August 



^ 1997 



61730 U.S. PTO 




Sheet 1 of 2 



FORM 1449* 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



IN AN APPLICATION 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 



Socket Number: 
9102.225USI1 



Application Number: 
08/842,028 



Applicant: Higginbotham et al. 



Filing Date: April 23, 1997 



Groui 



HKCCIVED 



IAU6 2 6 1997 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS ^ _ _ t . ^ A _ 


EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


DOCUMENT NO. 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


IIVUI 1 \J\J\J 

FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 




2,953,818 


09/27/60 


Bartron 










3,139,470 


06/30/64 


Prengle et al. 










4,310,596 


01/12/82 


Van Buskirk 










4,314,004 


02/02/82 


Stoneberg 










4,636,402 


01/13/87 


Vassiliou 










4,659,768 


04/21/87 


Tortorello et al. 










4,680,346 


07/14/87 


Carson et al. 










4,684,551 


08/04/87 


Vassiliou 










4,684,677 


08/04/87 


Higginbotham et al. 










4,720,405 


01/19/88 


Carson et al. 










4,795,777 


01/03/89 


Higginbotham et al. 








FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 




DOCUMENT NO. 
634,446 


DATE 
03/05/95 


COUNTRY 

EP 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 


YES 


NO 




20376/95 


12/05/95 


AU 


























































OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



























EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form for next communication to the Applicant. 



*Substitute Disclosure Statement Form (PTO-1449) 



Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Date Mailed: August 




Sheet 2 of 2 



FORM 1449* 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

IN AN APPLICATION 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 


Docket Number: 
9102.225USI1 


Application Number: 
08/842,028 


Applicant: Higginbotham et al. 


Filing Date: April 23, 1997 


Group Art Unit: 1505 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


DOCUMENT NO. 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 




4,824,728 


04/25/89 


Parsons et al. 










5,035,940 


07/30/91 


Winton et al. 










5,041,287 


08/20/91 


Driggers et al. 










5,057,172 


10/15/91 


Woiceshyn 










5,130,200 


07/14/92 


Huynh-Tran 










5,338,788 


08/16/94 


Miyataka et al. 










5,366,803 


11/22/94 


Nakazawa et al. 










5,428,087 


06/27/95 


Petit et al. 










5,444,124 


08/22/95 


Schlund et al. 










5,495,654 


03/05/96 


Goodhart et al. 






















FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 




DOCUMENT NO. 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 


YES 


NO 


































































OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



























EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form for next communication to the Applicant. 



•Substitute Disclosure Statement Form (PTO-1449) 



Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



